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INCREASING AWARENESS OF AND RECOGNIZING THE LIFE.SAVING ROLE OF OSTOMY
CARE AND PROSTHETICS IN THE DAILY LIVES OF HLINDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF
PI]OPLE IN THE UNITED STATES

Mr. BURR submitted tire following resolutlon; which was refen'ed to the Conrmittee on Health, Education, Labor, ancl
Pensiorrs:
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Whcrcas over 700,000 individuals itr thc Unitecl States, fiom yoLrng chilclrcn to seniol citiecns, have an ostorny, a snrgical
pracedtu'c that cr:eates arr artificial ollening ltorn the abdorlerr to the intestirres or urinary systerl to allow fclr tfie
climination of bodily werstes;

Wlrcreas active cluty rnilitary porsonnel who are wounded in battle often receive an ostomy as a result of penctrating
cololectal injurics;

Whercas an ostorny procedure can be essential to many patients who suffer on a daily basis from serious, chronic, or life-
thrcatening traumatic injury to the abdomen, or other illnesses and conditions, such as colorectal or bladcler cancer, Crohn's
cliseetse, uloerative oolitis, birth defects, or other intestinal or urinary rnedical conditions;

Whereas followirrg ostonry sul'gely, patients nray rreed specially-fitted rnedical products to manage intestirral or urinary
system fturction, temporarily or pernanently restore irltestinal or urina4r system functiollj or re-establish activities of claily
Iiving, and improve quality of life;

Whereas ostomy products ale prosthctic devices prescribed by health care providers, and clstomy procfutcts are prosthetic
devices, as defined in sectiori 1tt61(s)(B) of the Social Security Act (42I1.S.C. 1395x(s)(8));

Whereas policy and reimbursement approaches to ostomy products may affect access for patients in ueed;

Wlrereas ostorny products are customtzed to the clinical needs of individual patients and are not the same as other easily
interchangeable medical supplies, such as gauze or bandages;

Wlrereas ostorny care and prosthetics catr be important to restoring function and irnproving quality of life for patients in
need of this care;

Wherezts ongging advances and innovation in ostorny prosthctics teclrnology can drzrmatically improve the lives of
individuals who undergo ostomy surgely by helping to nonnalize the intestinal or urinary system functiol of such
individuals, improve physical well-being, and often enable the individual to rejoin the workforce; ancl

Whereas Congress recognizes the impor:tance of encouraging and faoilitating the clevelopment ancl use of new me{ical
technologies: Now, therefbre, be it

Resolved, That the Senate--

( I ) recog:rizes the life-savirrg role of ostomy care and prosthetics in the daily lives of hundreds of thousands of people i1
the United States:

(2) recognizes that if a surgical procedule results irr a patient needirrg a prosthetic that manages or restores intestinal or
urinary system function, specifically the confi'ol of the elimination of the body's waste ploclucts, it is inportant for such
pationt to have access to the care that will best meet the patient's needs; and

(3) encourages innovation of, and access to, medical devices that restore or improve intestinal or urinary system


